


“Nothing short of a great 
Civil War of Values rages 
today throughout North 
America.  Two sides with 
vastly differing and 
incompatible worldviews are 
locked in a bitter conflict that 
permeates every level of 
society.”   
 
 James Dobson and Gary 
Bauer, 1990 Children at Risk: 
The Battle for the Hearts and 
Minds of Our Kids 



John Dunphy 
 “I am convinced that the battle for humankind’s future 
must be waged and won in the public school classroom 
by teachers who correctly perceive their role as the 
proselytizers of a new faith… 

 There teachers must embody the same selfless 
dedication of the most rabid fundamentalist preacher, 
for they will be ministers of another sort, utilizing a 
classroom instead of a pulpit to convey humanist 
values in whatever subject they teach, regardless of 
educational level—preschool, daycare, or large state 
university.” 

 
1983, “A Religion for a New Age,” The Humanist, 43:26. 



Dr. Daniel Dennett:  
Speaking out regardin parents who would teach 

their children anything other than evolution. 

“Those of us who have freedom of speech 
will feel free to describe your teachings as 
the spreading of falsehoods, and will 
attempt to demonstrate this to your children 
at our earliest opportunity.” 

Darwin’s Dangerous Idea, New York, Simon & Schuster, 1995, p. 519 



Humanist Manifesto 

Humanism 

There is no God 

First plank: 

Religious humanists 
regard the universe 
as self-existing and 
not created. 



Humanist Manifesto 

Humanism 

There is no God 

Man is the product of evolution 

Second plank: 
Humanism believes that 
man is a part of nature 
and that he has emerged 
as a result of a 
continuous process. 



Humanist Manifesto 

Humanism 

There is no God 

Man is the product of evolution 

There is no soul 

Third plank: 
Holding an organic view of 
life, humanists find that 
the traditional dualism of 
mind and body must 
be rejected. 



Humanist Manifesto 

Humanism 

There is no God 

Man is the product of evolution 

There is no soul 

Religion is a product of evolution 

Fourth plank: 
Humanism recognizes that 
man’s religious culture and 
civilization, as clearly depicted 
by anthropology and history, are 
the product of a gradual 
development due to his 
interaction with his natural 
environment and with his social 
heritage.  



Humanist Manifesto 

Humanism 

There is no God 

Man is the product of evolution 

There is no soul 

Religion is a product of evolution 

Eat, Drink, and Be Merry! 

Eighth plank: 
Religious Humanism 
considers the complete 
realization of human 
personality to be the end of 
man’s life and seeks its 
development and fulfillment 
in the here and now.  



I’m	  afraid,	  in	  
many	  cases,	  

we’re	  missing	  the	  
very	  first	  step.	  



Before	  you	  just	  close	  me	  off	  or	  stop	  
listening,	  please	  give	  me	  a	  moment	  to	  

explain…	  



The	  fear	  of	  the	  Lord	  is	  the	  
beginning	  of	  wisdom;	  a	  good	  
understanding	  have	  all	  those	  
who	  do	  His	  commandments.	  
His	  praise	  endures	  forever.	  
Psalm 111:10



The	  December	  issue	  of	  Think	  features	  
the	  	  “Why	  I	  leH	  the	  church	  survey.”	  
	  
Having	  talked	  to	  literally	  dozens	  and	  dozens	  
of	  young	  people	  who	  have	  leH	  the	  church,	  
one	  of	  the	  common	  threads	  I	  have	  
idenLfied	  is	  there	  is	  no	  fear	  of	  the	  Lord.	  
	  
In	  other	  words,	  we	  missed	  the	  first	  step.	  



Our	  culture	  is	  telling	  our	  children	  that	  
life	  is	  all	  about	  “them.”	  

And	  sadly	  our	  children	  are	  buying	  into	  
this	  narcissisLc	  thought.	  



Consider	  the	  lyrics	  of	  some	  of	  the	  songs	  
they	  listen	  to:	  

“I	  am	  the	  greatest	  man	  that	  ever	  lived.	  I	  was	  
born	  to	  give	  and	  give	  and	  give.”	  	  

by	  Weezer	  



Kanye	  West	  
Can’t	  Tell	  Me	  Nothing	  

•  La,	  la,	  la,	  la,	  then	  you	  can't	  tell	  me	  nothing,	  
right?	  Excuse	  me.	  Was	  you	  saying	  something?	  
Uh-‐uh,	  you	  can't	  tell	  me	  nothing.	  Ha,	  ha.	  You	  
can't	  tell	  me	  nothing.	  



These	  popular	  song	  lyrics	  are	  really	  a	  mirror	  
of	  cultural	  changes	  in	  personality,	  traits,	  

moLvaLons,	  and	  emoLons.	  



Many	  honestly	  believe	  the	  
world	  revolves	  around	  their	  

thoughts.	  



What happens when our children believe the 
world revolves around them? 

 
They are used to getting things their way. 

So now they grow up and come back to us, and 
they are wanting a more “feelings” oriented 

worship that is entertaining to them. 



My mailbox is full of catalogs promoting 
 entertainment in worship. 



There	  is	  an	  enLre	  industry	  now	  focused	  
on	  producing	  “entertaining”	  worship	  



So	  why	  not	  a	  
clown	  

cardiologist	  
who	  tells	  you	  
you’re	  dying	  of	  
congesLve	  

heart	  failure?	  



Or	  maybe	  we	  could	  send	  them	  onto	  
the	  ba[lefield	  with	  our	  troops!	  



Or	  why	  not	  use	  clowns	  at	  funerals?	  



You	  say:	  “Brad	  that	  
would	  be	  inappropriate.	  
AHer	  all,	  those	  are	  
serious	  or	  somber	  
occasions.”	  



	  
	  

Well,	  let	  me	  ask	  you	  this:	  
What	  could	  be	  more	  serious	  than	  our	  

worship	  to	  the	  Creator?	  
Who	  told	  you	  worship	  was	  supposed	  to	  

be	  “fun”?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Have	  we	  forgo[en	  WHO	  we	  are	  
worshipping.	  	  

Do	  we	  no	  longer	  fear	  and	  tremble?	  



The	  reality	  is	  we’ve	  raised	  a	  generaLon	  
who	  does	  not	  fear	  the	  Lord	  and	  who	  
believe	  that	  worship	  is	  all	  about	  them	  
and	  their	  wants	  and	  wishes,	  instead	  of	  
what	  God	  wants	  and	  has	  specified.	  



“Amish children are loved, 
 but not adored.” 



“Adore” 
Webster’s Definition:  

 
1. to worship or honor as a deity 

or as divine. 



Does your world revolve around 
your children (or grandchildren)?  



We love others best when we 
love God the most.. 



“He who loves father or 
mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me. And he who 
loves son or daughter more 
than Me is not worthy of Me.”  

Matthew 10:37



“Amish	  children	  are	  loved,	  
	  but	  not	  adored.	  	  
Wanted,	  but	  not	  made	  to	  feel	  special.	  
Provided	  for,	  but	  not	  spoiled.”	  



We	  are	  commanded	  to	  fear	  the	  Lord.	  
The	  concept	  is	  in	  Scripture	  over	  100	  Lmes.	  

And	  we	  are	  commanded	  to	  teach	  this	  to	  our	  children!	  



What	  is	  the	  fear	  of	  the	  Lord?	  
	  

A	  complete	  examinaLon	  of	  Scripture	  reveals	  it	  is	  
composed	  of	  two	  things:	  
1.  Terror	  and	  dread	  of	  God’s	  wrath	  
2.  The	  awe	  and	  reverence	  of	  God’s	  majesty	  and	  

power.	  

AffecLonate	  Reverence	  



What	  is	  the	  fear	  of	  the	  Lord?	  
	  

1.  Terror	  and	  dread	  of	  God’s	  wrath	  
2.  The	  awe	  and	  reverence	  of	  God’s	  

majesty	  and	  power.	  Not	  in	  the	  textbooks	  

	  
Not	  	  
taught	  

AffecLonate	  Reverence	  



The	  fear	  of	  the	  Lord	  is	  the	  
beginning	  of	  wisdom;	  a	  good	  
understanding	  have	  all	  those	  
who	  do	  His	  commandments.	  
His	  praise	  endures	  forever.	  
Psalm 111:10



38 



39 

There is no Question of 
greater importance 

than whether or not 
God exists 

The answer to this single question affects 
ALL other questions  



If there is a Supreme Being, then life has 
purpose and some form of meaning. If 
not, then our very presence on this Earth 
is simply the result of a cosmologic 
explosion.  



Pg 16 
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It is an absolute truth that something 
now exists, it demands that something 

has existed forever.  

It is a self-evidence 
truth that something 
can’t come from 
nothing, thus 
something has to 
have existed forever.  

Thus, something is eternal! 
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Consider	  the	  evidence	  

⬧  1.	  Something	  Exists	  Today—THUS—Something	  Must	  
Be	  Eternal	  and	  Has	  Always	  Existed	  

⬧  2.	  Something	  is	  Eternal	  (Doesn’t	  Wear	  Down	  and	  was	  
not	  created)—THUS—Something	  Violates	  Scientific	  
Laws	  (specifically	  the	  Second	  Law	  of	  
Thermodynamics)	  

⬧  3.	  Something	  Violates	  Scientific	  Laws—THUS—
Something	  exists	  outside	  the	  observable	  laws	  of	  
naturalistic	  science	  

Pg	  18	  
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From	  this	  we	  can	  conclude:	  
Something	  eternal	  is	  THUS	  
outside	  the	  observable	  laws	  

of	  naturalistic	  science!	  
	  

While	  many	  may	  not	  like	  
this	  “math,”	  it	  is	  

inescapable.	  To	  argue	  
otherwise	  would	  be	  to	  deny	  

our	  very	  existence.	  	   Pg	  18	  



If I was a devout  

atheist how would 

 you prove that  

God is real? 

I’m not talking to you all as a 
group…but individuals. How would 

YOU prove there is a God? 
Chapter 2 



   Lots of 
people 
doubt. 

How will 
you react 
when you 

face 
skeptics? 



Can you prove that…  
●  …Abe Lincoln existed 

even though you have 
never seen him? 

●  …the Great Wall of 
China is real? If you have 
not seen it then how do 
you know for sure it is 
real? 



   God is a spirit, so we are not 
going to be able to prove His 
existence using the normal 
scientific method. 

 
   We can’t see, taste, smell, 

touch, or hear God. We can’t 
“measure” God’s existence with 
scientific instruments. 

But let’s be honest… 



“If	  we	  can’t	  measure	  it	  in	  the	  
lab	  it	  is	  not	  real!”	  



There are many things the 
scientific method cannot prove…
but that doesn’t mean they don’t 

exist. 
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For instance, 
what about your 
conscience? 
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So how do we prove God exists? 
  Want to prove God exists? Use arguments of 

logic: 
 

1.  Cosmological Argument  (Cause and Effect)  
2.  Anthropological Argument  (Morals) 
3.  Teleological Argument  (Design) 



Cosmological Argument  

 God’s existence is both provable and 
knowable.  





We know the universe exists.

So where did it come from?
What are the possible options for its 

existence?



•  The Universe (matter) is eternal;  
it has always existed.  

•  The Universe is not eternal;  
it created itself from nothing.  

•  The Universe is not eternal, and did 
not create itself; rather,  
it was created by something  
(or someone) anterior to and 
superior to itself.  

ONLY 3 OPTIONS EXIST: 



OPTION #1
Is the Universe eternal?

Has it always been here and will it 
forever be here in the same state?



“The l ingering decline predicted by 
astronomers for the end of the world differs 
from the explosive conditions they have 
calculated for its birth, but the impact is the 
same: modern science denies an eternal 
existence to the Universe, either in the 
past or the future.”

(Robert Jastrow, Until the Sun Dies, W.W. Norton, New York, 1977, p. 30, emp. 
added)



OPTION #2
Did the universe create itself 

from nothing?



The only remaining option?
OPTION #3 

 
 THE UNIVERSE WAS CREATED

It is a self-evident truth that something cannot come from nothing. In 
view of this, since something now exists, it must follow that 
something has existed forever. That something was responsible for 
the creation of the Universe. That something was God!



“We are, by astronomical standards, a pampered, cos-
seted, cherished group of creatures.... If the Universe had 
not been made with the most exacting precision we could 
never have come into existence. It is my view that these 
circumstances indicate the universe was cre-ated for 
man to live in.”

(NASA astronomer, from an interview with Fred Heeren in Show Me God, 
Searchlight Publications, Wheeling, Illinois, 1995, p. 200, emp. added)

Dr. John O’Keefe
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What is the  
Anthropological Argument? 

 
   Simply stated, this argument says that 

man recognizes moral right and wrongs. 
Since animals do not demonstrate 
knowledge of right and wrong… 
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Why are these behaviors 
recognized as wrong? 

 Lying    Cheating 
 Stealing    Murder 
 Rape    Bestiality 
 Pedophilia   Arson 
 Assault    Drunk Driving 
  Abortion    Infanticide 



In order for something to be “right” 
or “wrong” demands that there is 
an absolute standard for morality. 

What is that standard? 



Only two options for the existence 
of morals: 

■  Either morality and ethics 
originate from God 

■  Or they originate from man 
himself. 
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Consider the plight of an atheist 

•  They acknowledge morals exist. 
(Otherwise they wouldn’t have a 
problem with you murdering or raping 
their family members). Therefore, 
they are forced to argue that morals 
came from man. 
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Let’s consider for a moment the 
argument that man came up with 

what is right and wrong 

  Who ultimately gets to decide? 
 
   Isn’t evolution about the “survival of 

the fittest,” so if I decide a certain 
behavior will allow me to survive 
better shouldn’t I participate in it—
even if it hurts you. 
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The problem with saying man 
evolved ethics and morals is that 

each person would view “right and 
wrong” a little differently.  

 
What may seem right to you may 

seem wrong to me. Humans would 
constantly be changing what they 

felt was morally acceptable. 



The only option that makes logical 
sense is that humans have adopted 
God’s standard for right and wrong. 

True morality is based on the fact of the  
unchanging nature of Almighty God 
 
God is eternal (Psalm 90:2; 1 Timothy 1:17) 
He is Holy (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8) 
He is just and righteous ((Psalm 89:14) 
And forever consistent (Malachi 3:6) 



Whatever God does, 
commands, or approves is 
good.  

Psalm 119:39,68 cf. Genesis 18:25



What about 
design in the 

Universe? 



What about the position of the earth? 



Design in the earth 

  Location and Orbit of the Earth 

  Rotation of the Earth 

  Make-up of the Earth 

  Distance from the Sun 



Odds of having the proper type  
of planet by chance 

  Right type of Galaxy – 2/14 (1/7) 
  Location in the Galaxy – 0.05/5 Billion (1/100B) 
  Odds of being near the right Sun – 1/100 
  Right distance from the Sun – 1/40 
  Right rotation rate – 1/4 
  Right tilt – 1/360 

1/7 x 1/100B x 1/100 x 1/40 x 1/4 x 1/360 = 
1/4,032,000,000,000,000,000 



Design—even with the Oceans 
   The Earth’s oceans are 

another good example of 
perfect design. Water 
covers 72% of the Earth’s 
surface.  

 
 The water acts as a good 
insulator as it holds 
temperatures longer, and 
provides a natural heating/
air-conditioning system for 
the land areas. 

 
 
  



What about the Sun? 



Are we to believe: 
1.the Earth’s 
atmosphere  

2. tilt  
3. rotation  

4. the distance to the 
moon  

5. the distance from 
the Sun  

6. the Earth’s orbit  
7. the placement in 

the galaxy  
is all simply a product 

of evolution? 



Life: Balanced on a Razor’s Edge!
 “Almost everything about the 

basic structure of the Universe
—for example, the fundamental 
laws and parameters of physics 
and the initial distribution of 
matter and energy—is 
balanced on a razor’s edge 
for life to occur” (emp. 
added).

 
   Murray, Michael (1999), Reason for 

the Hope Within (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmanns).



Every	  CreaLon	  must	  have	  a	  Creator	  

	  “For	  every	  house	  is	  built	  by	  
someone,	  but	  He	  who	  built	  
all	  things	  is	  God.”	  
	  Hebrews	  3:4	  

	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  “All	  things	  were	  created	  
through	  Him	  and	  for	  Him”	  
Colossians	  1:16	  



We	  know	  ma[er	  exists,	  so	  where	  did	  it	  come	  
from?	  

•  Something	  cannot	  come	  from	  
nothing	  (unquesLonable)!	  

•  But	  something	  is	  (does	  exist)	  
•  Therefore,	  something	  always	  
was…that	  something	  is	  God.	  



Every	  Design	  Must	  Have	  a	  Designer	  



“Thus	  says	  God	  the	  Lord,	  Who	  created	  the	  
heavens	  and	  stretched	  them	  out,	  Who	  spread	  

for	  the	  Earth	  and	  that	  which	  comes	  from	  it,	  Who	  
gives	  breath	  to	  the	  people	  on	  it.	  And	  spirit	  to	  

those	  who	  walk	  on	  it.”	  Isaiah	  42:5	  





Codes	  require	  someone	  to	  	  
program	  the	  code	  



Think	  logically…we	  spend	  millions	  of	  dollars	  
on	  the	  SETI	  (the	  Search	  for	  Extra-‐Terrestrial	  
Intelligence)	  project	  looking	  for	  some	  type	  
of	  code	  or	  sign	  of	  intelligence	  from	  outer	  
space.	  And	  yet	  our	  own	  DNA	  is	  disregarded	  

as	  a	  product	  of	  evoluLon.	  



For	  every	  material	  effect	  there	  	  
must	  be	  an	  adequate	  cause	  that	  existed	  prior	  to	  

that	  effect	  



So	  what	  caused	  the	  Universe?	  
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Laws Require a Law-Giver 

“There is one Lawgiver, 
who is able to save 
and to destroy.” James 
4:12 



Do	  we	  have	  laws	  in	  effect?	  
For	  instance…the	  Law	  of	  Gravity	  



Or	  Laws	  of	  Momentum?	  	  
Who	  established	  these	  laws?	  



We	  also	  have	  a	  moral	  code.	  Where	  did	  it	  come	  
from?	  

	  Imagine	  visiLng	  more	  than	  10	  different	  island	  
populaLons	  who	  were	  completely	  isolated	  from	  one	  
another…and	  learning	  that	  they	  all	  possessed	  laws	  
regarding	  murder	  and	  adultery.	  And	  furthermore	  
each	  group	  viewed	  things	  like	  lying	  and	  stealing	  as	  
wrong.	  Where	  did	  these	  independent	  groups	  come	  
up	  with	  such	  a	  similar	  moral	  code?	  
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Why are these behaviors 
recognized as wrong? 

 Lying    Cheating 
 Stealing    Murder 
 Rape    Bestiality 
 Pedophilia   Arson 
 Assault    Drunk Driving 
  Abortion    Infanticide 



The only option that makes logical 
sense is that humans have adopted 
God’s standard for right and wrong. 

True morality is based on the fact of the  
unchanging nature of Almighty God 
 
God is eternal (Psalm 90:2; 1 Timothy 1:17) 
He is Holy (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8) 
He is just and righteous ((Psalm 89:14) 
And forever consistent (Malachi 3:6) 



“You are good, and do good; 
teach me Your statues” (Psalm 
119:68) 

Whatever God does, commands, 
or approves is good.  

Psalm 119:39, Genesis 18:25 
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Communication Requires 
a Communicator 



We	  know	  there	  are	  a	  lot	  of	  people	  in	  the	  world	  
who	  do	  not	  believe	  in	  the	  existence	  of	  God.	  



What	  concerns	  me	  even	  more	  are	  people	  who	  claim	  
to	  believe	  in	  God	  but	  then	  act	  like	  He	  doesn’t	  exist.	  



Consider	  what	  our	  own	  numbers	  
reveal	  about	  our	  belief	  in	  God…	  
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Our	  marriages	  
don’t	  reveal	  a	  
people	  who	  
believe	  God	  is	  

alive.	   98	  



Our	  clothes	  do	  not	  
reveal	  people	  who	  
believe	  God	  is	  alive	  
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Our	  entertainment	  
does	  not	  reveal	  a	  
people	  who	  believe	  
God	  is	  alive.	  



Our	  children	  do	  not	  reveal	  a	  people	  
who	  believe	  God	  is	  alive.	  



Our	  language	  does	  
not	  reveal	  a	  people	  
who	  believe	  God	  is	  

alive.	  
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